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10 November 2011

BACKLOG REVEALS SHAMEFUL NEGLECT OF SCHOOL MAINTENANCE
Member for Evelyn, Christine Fyffe MP, has condemned the previous Labor Government for allowing local state schools to rot during their time in office.
Mrs Fyffe said that the Coalition Government will undertake a complete audit of all 1 550 government schools across the state, including the 20 primary and secondary schools in Evelyn, over the next six months to identify exactly where maintenance funding is needed. 
“The former Labor Government did not see the value of providing funds for basic maintenance in our schools,” Mrs Fyffe said, “All they wanted to do was wear a hard hat for photo opportunities at new buildings.”
Interim figures released from the Department of Education and Early Childhood show almost $150 million worth of maintenance is required in just one third of government schools across Victoria.

Of these works, a $2.5 million backlog of maintenance is required in schools throughout Evelyn, ranking it the 19th worst out of Victoria’s 88 electorates.
“Labor’s lack of funding has left our local schools in the bottom quarter of the state,” Mrs Fyffe said.

“Lilydale High School has over $1 million worth of repairs outstanding and Lilydale Heights College has nearly 500 individual maintenance projects overdue,” Mrs Fyffe said.
Labor cut maintenance funding from $73 million in 2000/1 to only $59 million in 2009/10.
In our first Budget we have already lifted school maintenance funding to $90 million.
“Over 10 years, Labor slashed maintenance funding by 20 per cent. In just one year, we have nearly doubled maintenance funding,” Mrs Fyffe said.
“We have boosted maintenance funding by $100 million over the next four years to reverse Labor’s disgraceful disregard of our schools,” Mrs Fyffe said.
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