[image: image1.jpg]




15 June 2011
YARRA RANGES COUNCIL IGNORES BUSHFIRE ROYAL COMMISSION
Member for Evelyn, Christine Fyffe MP, has slammed the Yarra Ranges Council for their latest move in a series of impractical, minority-supported, green-based policies.
Last night, Shire of Yarra Ranges Council passed a motion to increase roadside planting and increase planting in high conservation reserves. Council’s motion goes against the recommendations of the 2009 Victorian Bushfires Royal Commission, which recommended that roads and parallel land be cleared for use as fire breaks.

High vegetation levels and fuel loads were a key component for the intensity of the catastrophic fires, which claimed 173 lives.
This latest move comes after Council’s motion to boycott the use of Reflex paper, which led to the scrapping of the new VicForests head office in Yarra Glen, costing the community 80 jobs.

Last night’s late motion to increase roadside planting was not on the public agenda of the meeting and councillors were not given an opportunity to debate the matter. 

“After the huge public backlash Council received from the residents of the Yarra Ranges for their last move, I am absolutely stunned that they are continuing on this path of Green stupidity,” Mrs Fyffe said.
“I love the beautiful flora and fauna that we are gifted with right across the Yarra Valley, and we must do everything to preserve our environment, but the safety of people must come first,” Mrs Fyffe said.

“The very secretive nature with which Council is moving these Green motions only shows that they are not representing the majority of Yarra Ranges residents,” Mrs Fyffe said.
“I would urge councillors to adopt the recommendations of the Royal Commission, seek advice from their expert officers and engage the community before they make another serious error,” Mrs Fyffe said.
