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10 June 2011
EXTENSION OF FREE WHOOPING COUGH VACCINATIONS TO ALL VICTORIAN NEWBORNS
Member for Evelyn, Christine Fyffe MP, has welcomed the Coalition Government’s move to extend the program which provides free whooping cough vaccinations to all newborn children.
“If anyone has ever seen a small baby suffering from whooping cough, they would understand the need to immunise all children from this terrible disease,” Mrs Fyffe said.

“I strongly urge all parents to make the most of the free vaccinations on offer from the Government,” Mrs Fyffe said.

The symptoms of whooping cough can be quite similar to the common cold, but progress to much more severe ailments, chiefly violent coughing. Whooping cough is highly contagious.

Whooping cough cases have more than doubled over the past year, with 4 000 Victorians being infected already this year. One in 200 infants with whooping cough will die.

“When it comes to a disease like whooping cough, prevention is definitely better than a cure,” Mrs Fyffe said.

Those seeking whooping cough vaccinations, or would like more information, are encouraged to contact their general practitioner.













