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1 June 2011
ELECTION COMMITMENT MET – FEASIBILITY STUDY FOR YARRA VALLEY GATEWAY TOURISM CENTRE
The Coalition Government has delivered on its election commitment to allocate $100,000 of funding, as part of the 2011-2 Budget, to undertake a feasibility study for a tourism centre in Lilydale. 

The study will examine the financial viability of establishing a multi-purpose service centre for visitors to the Yarra Valley. The study will explore logistics, ongoing costs and resource requirements to run the centre efficiently.

Minister for Tourism and Major Events, the Hon Louise Asher MP, said the study is an important first step to evaluate what is needed in the region and identify what investment is required to continue to grow the Yarra Valley as a premier tourism destination.

“The Yarra Valley has an outstanding reputation locally and internationally one of Australia’s premier wine regions. It is vital that we build on this success and ensure the right investment is being made in the right areas,” Ms Asher said.

“As a gateway to the Yarra Valley region the proposed Lilydale-based tourism centre would provide much-needed information to visitors in the region,” Ms Asher said.

“The centre would be designed to encourage local businesses to promote the region in a more coordinated way,” Ms Asher said.

Member for Evelyn, Christine Fyffe MP, said that increased competition from other state tourism regions meant that it was critical that the Yarra Valley remained at the forefront of its visitors’ needs.

“It is essential that we protect the Yarra Valley’s strong brand – this study will help to identify the gaps in our visitor offering and ensure that we continue to grow and remain on every visitor’s itinerary,” Mrs Fyffe said.

“The Coalition Government is committed to supporting investment in regional Victoria and ensuring the right infrastructure is in place to strengthen our tourism industry,” Mrs Fyffe said.
The feasibility study has the support of local tourism authorities who have welcomed the opportunity to improve the world-class attraction. Once completed, the results of the feasibility study will be publicly released for comment.












