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MEDIA RELEASE
2 May 2011
$4 MILLION FOR SMOKE TAINT RESEARCH
The Baillieu Government’s first Budget, handed down on Tuesday, has allocated $4 million to research the effects of smoke taint in wine.
The funding has been welcomed by Member for Evelyn, Christine Fyffe MP, who has been outspoken on the issue for some time.
“Smoke taint has caused huge impacts on many of our local vineyards,” Mrs Fyffe said.

“In some parts of the Yarra Valley, smoke taint has meant some crops are not even worth harvesting. This leads to a loss of business for all associated with wine production. The local economic impacts of smoke taint are huge,” Mrs Fyffe said.

“I am pleased that the Coalition Government has provided the funds to tackle this issue, and I am proud to be a part of a Government that takes real action on local problems,” Mrs Fyffe said.

The Department of Primary Industries will use the $4 million over the next four years to establish a research program, where leading researchers will undergo testing and development, so as to mitigate the effects of smoke taint.

Smoke taint occurs when smoke, either from planned burns or wildfire, is absorbed by grapes prior to harvesting. This leads to the grapes being unsuitable for wine production.
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